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     Veterans, family mem-
bers, and community lead-
ers gathered Saturday in 
Sioux Falls to dedicate one 
of South Dakota’s Fallen He-
ro Bridges.     
     The Big Sioux River Bridge 
east of Sioux Falls on HWY 
42 will now be the SSG Jere-
my Vrooman Memorial 
Bridge. 
     Vrooman deployed March 
2003 to March 2004, and 

June 2008 to July 2008 in Support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. While serving in Iraq 
July 15, 2008, Vrooman’s quick thinking and tactical abilities helped members of Pale-
horse Troop to survive a lethal explosion. Vrooman entered an abandoned building 
first to secure the area before the rest of the team.  With-
out hesitation he signaled his team to exit the area and the 
building exploded.  His sacrifice saved the lives of his 
troops from the blast, but not his own.       
     “It is our sacred duty to keep their legacies fresh in the 
memories of future generations; for their service is the 
cornerstone of our great nation,” said Greg Whitlock, Sec-
retary of the South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs.  
     Naming bridges in honor of our combat veterans who 
died while serving their country is an initiative of Governor 
Kristi Noem and the South Dakota Departments of Military, 
Transportation, and Veterans Affairs. 
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Command sergeant major 

of the army national 

guard visits sd soldiers 

     The senior enlisted advisor of the Army National Guard visited South Dakota Army National Guard soldiers 
at Camp Rapid, July 11.  
     Command Sgt. Maj. John Sampa met with the soldiers in an open forum town-hall meeting to address any 
concerns that soldiers might have, as well as to reinforce key areas that are critical to soldier well-being 
through a new initiative. 
     Sampa is the 12th command sergeant major of the 
ARNG and provides advice to senior leaders on Army 
Guard policies and actions affecting enlisted soldiers 
across the 54 National Guard states and territories. 
     “My three by five card initiative talks about the corro-
sives within our formation that we want to eradicate,” 
said Sampa. “Those corrosives are suicide, sexual assault, 
and sexual harassment. Those are things that do not be-
long in the formations of the Army National Guard.” 
     The three by five card initiative involves soldiers carry-
ing an index card with them at all times in uniform. On 
the card soldiers write the words “suicide” and “sexual assault.”   
     “What this does is it engages leaders and soldiers to have a conversation about those things. To eradicate 
them from our formations by having a conversation one-on-one,” said Sampa. “Additionally, soldiers should 
write ACFT [Army Combat Fitness Test] on their cards, it’s not just about the fitness test, it’s about what sol-
diers are doing to prepare themselves by taking care of themselves physically as well as proper dieting.” 
     Sampa addressed new changes to the Army uniform standards, and addressed soldiers concerns over pro-
motions, maternity care, and pay issues. Sampa was accompanied by Command Sgt. Maj. Patrick Couser, the 
SDARNG’s state command sergeant major. 
     “I wanted him [Sampa] to talk to us about his three by five 
card initiative and the three issues that face Guardsmen,” said 
Couser.  
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South Dakota Veterans 

Council 
     The South Dakota Veterans Council met in Sioux Falls 
this week to discuss the SD State Fair, awards and recogni-
tions, legislative reception for 2022, dues, and election of 
officers. The group heard reports from SDDVA, SFVAHCS, 
Sioux Falls Regional Office, and Congressional delegation 
staffers.    SDDVA’s Erin Brown and Heather Bullerman 
were there to give reports on the Department. 

     New offic-
ers elected 
were: presi-
dent—Connie 
Johnson 
(representing 
Military Order of the Purple Heart), vice president—Kevin 
Hempel (representing American Legion), and secretary/treasurer 
Marty Pennock (representing Disabled American Veterans). 
     Special thank you to Terry Paulsen, Ken Teunissen and Lisa 
Cummings for their tenure as officers.      
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     Secretary of Defense Lloyd J. Austin III named Yankton School District one of the 15 recipients of the 2021 
Secretary of Defense Employer Support Freedom Award, in recognition of the organization’s exemplary sup-
port for its National Guard and Reserve employees.    
     “I am proud to salute the outstanding employers who have earned the distinction of being named Free-
dom Award recipients as we mark the 25th year of this highly coveted recognition,” said Defense Secretary 
Lloyd J. Austin III.  “The men and women of the National Guard and Reserve make significant contributions to 
our communities and our national security through their civilian and military careers.  We owe a debt of 
gratitude to these exemplary employers, who by valuing and supporting their employees’ military service, 
enhance the strength, readiness, and diversity of our National Guard and Reserve forces.” 
     Yankton School District along with 14 other recipients were selected from 3,382 nominations received 
from Guardsmen and Reservists highlighting how their civilian employers went far beyond what the federal 
law requires to support them. Celebrating its 25th year, the Freedom Award began in 1996 under the auspi-
ces of Employer Support of the Guard and Reserve to recognize exceptional employer support, with 310 hon-
orees to date.  
     Yankton School District supports their military employees with programs for National Guard and Reserve 
service members. The company ensures uninterrupted pay, compensation and benefits during deployments; 
and goes above and beyond in its compassionate support of service members and their families.  
     "The Yankton School District (YSD) continually strives to contribute to the well-being and success of the 
citizen-soldiers they employ as well as those that reside within the community,” said Army National Guard 
Staff Sgt. Zachary Campbell. YSD's devoted encouragement and support allows me to pursue opportunities 
and experiences that grow me as a leader within the South Dakota Army National Guard.”   
     “We are honored by this nomination acknowledging Yankton School District’s commitment to our military 
personnel,” said Dr. Wayne Kindle, Superintendent Yankton School District. “We take great pride in sup-
porting our staff in uniform. We hope this nomination highlights the importance of employers standing with 
the Guard and Reserve in our community.” 
     James White, Chair of the South Dakota ESGR State Committee will present the award to the Yankton 
School District in a local ceremony.  
     For more information about the Freedom Award and this year’s Freedom Award recipients, visit 
www.FreedomAward.mil. To learn more about ESGR, visit www.ESGR.mil. 
 
 

YANKTON SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NAMED 2021 SECRETARY OF 

DEFENsE EMPLOYER SUPPORT 

FREEDOM AWARD RECIPIENT 

http://www.freedomaward.mil/
http://www.esgr.mil/
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Honor flight dinner 

     If you are still interested in attending the Midwest Honor Flight dinner, please email in-
fo@midwesthonorflight.org with your number of tickets needed and they will add you to the list - payment 
at the door only if they are reserved by email by Friday, July 23. 

mailto:info@midwesthonorflight.org
mailto:info@midwesthonorflight.org
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Jul 24—Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 100th Anniversary Commemoration—Military Heritage Alliance (1600 W.  
     Russell Street)—Sioux Falls  
Jul 24—American Legion State Commander Wolkow’s Homecoming—De Smet Event Center (705 Wilder Lane  
     SW)—DeSmet—1:00 pm (CT) (program and meal to follow) 
Jul 31—American Legion State Auxiliary President Stier Homecoming—Phoenix Center (Main Street)—Onida— 
     1:30 pm (CT) 
Aug 14—Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—PVT Richard Bertram—Colome American Legion Post (208 Main Street) 
     —Colome—2:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 16-18—SDDVA Annual Benefits School—Ramkota Hotel—Pierre 
Aug 18—VASFHCS Show and Shine—(Enter off 26th Street)—5:30 pm—8:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 21—Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—PFC Robert Rand—Parker Community Building (299 N. Main)— 
     Parker—2:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 23—Midwest Honor Flight Fundraiser at Barrel House (4701 E. 54th Street)—Sioux Falls  
Aug 23—Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—CPT Charles Lane—American Legion Post 183 (330 W. Yankton  
     Street)—Tabor—2:00 pm (CT) 
Aug 30—Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—PVT Bruce Ruby—Scherr Howe Event Center (212 Main Street)— 
     Mobridge—10:30 am (CT) 
Sep 2-6—South Dakota State Fair—Huron 
Sep 2—Veterans Day at the SD State Fair 
Sep 2—Salute to Veterans Program at the SD State Fair—Freedom Stage—10:30 am (CT) 
Sep 10—VABHHCS Veterans Stand Down—The Monument’s Rushmore (Halls C & D)—444 Mt. Rushmore  
     Road—Rapid City—1:00 pm—5:00 pm (MT) 
Sep 10—VABHHCS We Remember 9/11 20th Commemoration—The Monument’s Rushmore (Halls C & D)—444  
     Mt. Rushmore Road—Rapid City—5:00 pm (MT) 
Sep 10—VABHHCS Veterans Recovery Concert—The Monument’s Rushmore (Halls C & D)—444 Mt. Rushmore  
     Road—Rapid City—6:30 pm (MT) 
Sep 11—Fallen Hero Bridge Dedication—1LT Herbert Lyman and T/SGT James Lyman—Thunder Hawk American  
     Legion Post—Thunder Hawk—10:00 am (MT) 
Sep 11—Patriot Day Celebration—420 Villa Drive—Box Elder—2:30 pm (MT) 
Sep 18—Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 7 
Sep 18—Midwest Honor Flight Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls Convention Center Arena—9:15 pm (CT)  
     Doors Open at 7:30 pm (CT) 
Sep 22-23—DAV and Auxiliary 14th District Fall Conference—DAV Headquarters—1519 W. 51st Street—Sioux  
     Falls 
Sep 30—Folds of Honor Legacy Golf Tournament—Red Rock Golf Course—Rapid City 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming events 



P A G E  1 5  S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  V E T E R A N S  A F F A I R S  
S O U T H  D A K O T A  D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T H E  M I L I T A R Y  

Oct 9— Midwest Honor Flight—Mission 8 
Oct 9—Midwest Honor Flight Welcome Home Ceremony—Sioux Falls Convention Center Arena—8:45 pm (CT)  
     Doors Open at 7:00 pm (CT) 
Oct 20—South Dakota Veterans Council Meeting—SD Military Heritage Alliance Building (1600 W. Russell)—  
     Sioux Falls—9:00 am (CT) 
Oct 23—Midwest Honor Flight Hangar Dance at the South Dakota Military Heritage Alliance (1600  W. Russell  
     Street)—Sioux Falls  
Nov 13—Northern Hills Veterans Appreciation Fair—Sturgis Community Center—12:00—3:00 pm (MT) 
Dec 14—Governor’s Budget Address 
Dec 18—Wreaths Across America—South Dakota Veterans Cemetery—11:00 am (CT) 
 

2022 
Jan 11—Governor’s State of the State Address 
Jun 12—Midwest Honor Flight Annual Honor Ride 
Jul 18-23—National Veterans Golden Age Games—Sioux Falls 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Audry Ricketts, Public Information Officer 

South Dakota Department of the Military https://military.sd.gov/ 

South Dakota Department of Veterans Affairs https://vetaffairs.sd.gov 

Soldiers and Sailors Building  -  425 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, SD 57501 

Phone: 605-773-8242  

E-mail address: audry.ricketts@state.sd.us 
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